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It is a pleasure to welcome PDG Nancy Barbee to our club 
once again. Each year we look forward to this time of the 
year for her to lead a team of Rotarians and their 
partners from around the world. She leads these teams 
to give polio vaccines to children. She has been an 
excellent ambassador of goodwill, of service and of 
mankind.
I have personally known her for more than 20 years and 
have built an excellent relationship which culminated in 
a sweet gesture of Nancy tying a Rakhi to me during her 
last visit at our club. 
Between Nancy and me, we have done several global 
grants for our club and even others. To our club itself, the 
grants have been valued at more than Rs. 10 crores, for 
heart surgeries, eye hospital, dialysis centres, rural toilets, menstrual hygiene project, happy schools etc.
Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar thanks PDG Nancy Barbee for her humanitarian work.

Shekhar Mehta, President Rotary International (2021-2022)
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Secretary
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“Atithi Devo Bhava” — The guest is truly divine.

This timeless Indian philosophy guides not only our culture, but also the spirit of Rotary 
: service with warmth, respect, and humility.

Our club is one of the most prominent and respected clubs of Rotary District 3291. With 
this recognition comes responsibility. It is our collective duty to work harder, think 
bigger, and act deeper to uplift society.

For us, service is not merely a thought or discussion—it is hands-on action. I proudly 
share that every initiative this year is driven by the wholehearted support of our 
members and their spouses. Their involvement, commitment, and encouragement are 
the true pillars of our success.

We are fortunate to be a club enriched with influential individuals who consistently 
stand behind club projects, extending leadership, guidance, and wholehearted financial 
support. This spirit of generosity truly defines the essence of Rotary Mahanagar.

We are deeply grateful for the guidance and encouragement of PRIP Shekhar Mehta, whose support has enabled us to 
secure international grant partnerships, strengthening our ability to serve society on a larger scale throughout the year.

It gives me immense pleasure to share that our international grant partner, Nancy Barbee, will be visiting Kolkata on 6th 
and 7th February 2026. During her visit, she will inaugurate :

 • The new wing of our Eye Hospital

 • The Eye Clinic at Narendrapur

 • Projects including the Dialysis Unit at the Mayor’s Clinic

She will also visit Adhigam Bhoomi School and attend the RWM on 6th February 2026.

Along with service initiatives, fellowship remains an integral part of our Rotary journey. We look forward to celebrating 
togetherness at our Holi Get-Together on 4th March 2026, strengthening bonds beyond projects.

Looking ahead, the coming five months present a significant opportunity to expand our impact. I have set a personal goal 
to initiate at least 150 additional projects, apart from our ongoing initiatives. This ambitious vision can only be realized 
with the active involvement, cooperation, and support of every member.

I sincerely invite all members to come forward and support me in implementing all future projects of Rotary Mahanagar, 
as we continue our journey of meaningful and impactful service.

Warm regards,
Sanjay Bhalotia
President, Rotary Club of Mahanagar

President’s Message and Vision

January unfolds like a sacred manuscript—blessed by Maa Saraswati, the 
eternal goddess of wisdom, reminding us that true strength begins with gyan, 
sanskaar, and clarity of thought.

It echoes with the fearless call of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, a legend of 
sacrifice whose courage still ignites patriotism beyond borders, teaching the 
world that freedom is born from conviction, discipline, and action.

As we celebrate Republic Day, we honour a nation built on unity, responsibility, 
and democratic values — a message that resonates deeply with our 
international Rotary family, where service rises above geography, culture, and 
language.

This January also reflects the heart of our club — active participation, 
meaningful service, shared laughter, and moments of togetherness through 
our picnic and fellowship, proving that service grows stronger when bonded 
with joy.

From knowledge to nationalism, from sacrifice to service, from fellowship to 
global friendship —

January frames who we are and why we serve.

Editor Inked

Editor
Sushma Singhania

Jt. Editor
Shalini Surana
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Republic Day Celebration Report

The Republic Day of India was celebrated with pride and patriotic fervour at the residence of Rtn Dharampal Ajitsaria. 
The event witnessed the presence of Rotarians, spouses, and distinguished members, creating a warm and dignified 
atmosphere.
The national flag was hoisted jointly by PRIP Shekhar Mehta and the Club President, marking the significance of the 
day with respect and solemnity. The ceremony was followed by cultural presentations that reflected the spirit of the 
nation.
A melodious patriotic song was rendered by Rtn Aditi Roy and Rtn Aparna Biyani, evoking feelings of national pride 
among the attendees. The celebration was further enriched by soulful poetry recitations by PP Rtn Anand Sureka and 
PP Rtn Pramila Dugar, which added depth and meaning to the occasion.
The programme was seamlessly anchored by PP Rtn Manish Biyani, who also shared informative insights on the 
importance of Republic Day.
The hosts, Rtn Dharampal Ajitsaria and Mrs. Mona Ajitsaria, were appreciated for their excellent arrangements and 
warm hospitality, including a delicious spread of refreshments. Rtn Kavita Bhalotia and Rtn. Manju Agrawal were 
acknowledged for their consistent support and valuable behind-the-scenes contributions to the success of the event.
The gathering also celebrated the 85th birthday of PP Rtn Pradeep Rawat. He was felicitated in recognition of his 
inspiring life journey and lifelong contributions.
The vote of thanks was proposed by Club Secretary Rtn Pradeep Agrawal. The event concluded on a joyful and patriotic 
note, leaving lasting memories for all present.
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Projects

Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar has made a significant contribution to inclusive education by taking adult literacy to all 61 
correctional homes across West Bengal. The initiative reflects Rotary’s belief that time spent in correctional homes can 
become a period of learning, self-improvement, and dignity.

The program enables inmates to acquire basic reading, writing, and numeracy skills—helping them utilise their time 
meaningfully while preparing for reintegration into society. It is being implemented in collaboration with India 
Humanity Foundation (IHF), which has designed the learning content and material, conducts jail visits, implements 
the sessions, and monitors learner progress.

A key strength of the initiative is its peer-led learning model, where educated inmates are trained as inmate teachers 
and lead structured sessions for fellow inmates. To date, 239 inmate teachers have supported 3,616 inmate learners, 
exceeding the initial target of 3,000 beneficiaries.

The impact of the program was evident at the Malda District Correctional Home, where an Adult Literacy Orientation 
Program saw enthusiastic participation from 83 inmates, including 12 inmate teachers, in the presence of Controller 
Shri Bhupendra Nath Biswas, who appreciated Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar’s efforts.

By spreading literacy across every correctional home in the state, Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar has demonstrated how 
education can restore dignity, instil hope, and transform lives—even behind prison walls.

Spreading Literacy, Restoring Dignity
Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar’s Statewide Impact in Correctional Homes
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Hygiene and Sanitation

Annadan Mahadaan stands as one of the noblest humanitarian initiatives, reflecting Rotary’s unwavering 
commitment to service above self. Through this project, nourishment is not merely offered as food but as dignity, care, 
and compassion to those in need. By addressing hunger at its very roots, Anndan Mahadan strengthens communities, 
fosters goodwill, and reinforces the belief that no one should sleep hungry. Seamlessly aligned with Rotary’s service 
ethos, this initiative transforms collective effort into meaningful impact, spreading hope and humanity with every 
meal shared.

Annadaan Mahadaan

Demonstrating its strong commitment to community health and sustainable development, Rotary Calcutta 
Mahanagar has actively undertaken the WASH project at Gangasagar Block in the Sundarbans & Canning of South 24 
Pgs, benefiting 45 beneficiaries through focused training on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. With a total project cost of 
USD 7,500, the initiative encompasses the construction of 45 toilets along with comprehensive training and awareness 
activities, reflecting the club’s holistic approach toward long-term behavioral change. Implemented in collaboration 
with Rotary Club of Singapore and Rotary Club of Pokhara as international partner clubs, the project underscores 
Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar’s keen interest in impactful, collaborative service initiatives that address critical needs 
and create sustainable outcomes. 
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Training on Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene (WASH) for toilets grant 
beneficiaries was conducted at North 
24 Pgs. Rotary Club of Mahanagar is 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  g r a n t  i n  
collaboration with Rotary Club of 
Singapore and Rotary Club of Pokhara 
as our international partner clubs.



Eye Camp

On 20.01.2026, an Eye Camp was organized at a Homeopathic Clinic, where a total of 37 patients were examined. 
Among them, 27 patients were prescribed spectacles (14 males and 13 females), while 10 patients were identified as 
operation cases. Additionally, on 30.01.2026, an eye check-up and testing camp was conducted under Star Welfare by 
Dr. Mousumi Chakraborty, during which 2 patients received eye examination and testing. Overall, a total of 39 patients 
benefited from the eye care services provided through these initiatives. On 25.01.2026, an Eye Camp was successfully 
organized at Mathurapur, Bara Kaipukuri, Netaji Sporting Club. The eye camp benefited 87 patients.

Homeopathy Clinic

On 22.01.2026, a Homeopathy Clinic project was conducted at BOYNALA RCCM / Dr. Jagatpati Naskar’s (Homeo) Clinic 
from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, where 03 patients received homeopathic consultation and treatment. On the same date, 
another Homeopathy Clinic was organized at Star Welfare Society, through which a total of 07 patients were provided 
medical care, with 1½ man-hours dedicated to direct beneficiary service. A Homeopathy Clinic was organized on 
29.01.2026, benefiting 6 patients through homeopathic consultation and treatment. The project involved 2 man-
hours of dedicated service, focusing on holistic and preventive healthcare for the community.
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Project Aawarun

On 24.01.2026, 
b l a n k e t  
distribution was 
carried out at 
Loreto Literacy 
Center, Dhapa 
M a t h p u k u r  
(Rajar Ghat Club 
S o m m o n o y  
Pally Unnyan 
Committee). A 
t o t a l  o f  5 0  
women received blankets, along with 135 children who were provided Kurkure packets as additional support. The 
project was attended by Rtn. Biswajit Malakar extending warmth, care, and support to the community. On 26.01.2026, 
Project Awaran was conducted at Tollygunge Bishnu Pally Club, benefiting 100 individuals. The project was attended 
by 2 Rotarians and focused on community support and outreach, extending care and assistance to those in need.



Nisha Bhutoria distributed food supplies at the Loreto Literacy Center as part 
of the Food Bank initiative. Under the Food Bank Project, on 24.01.2026, 135 
children at Loreto Literacy Center, Dhapa Mathpukur received Kurkure 
packets, bringing joy and happiness to the children. Further, at RCC 
Shikharpur, 240 Kurkure packets were distributed on the same date. 65 
children received food packets at an eye camp. The project was attended by 
Rtn. Biswajit Malakar.
On 26.01.2026, a large-scale Food Bank activity was conducted at 55, Nimtala 
Street, where 900 children were benefited with food distribution, with the 
support of 10 Rotarians. On the same day at RCC Boynala, 2,000 cakes and 
2,000 Kurkure packets were distributed under the Food Bank project. The 
program was sponsored by Rtn Birendra Goel (Cake) and Rtn Shyam Modi (Kurkure). 200 food packets were 
distributed in Bishnupur.

Food Bank

Vocational Training

Certificates were distributed to students who 
successfully completed and passed various vocational 
courses upto December 2025 at Jalaram Mandir 
Vocational Centre, BOYNALA RCCM, recognizing their 
skill development and achievements. On 30.01.2026, a 
Tailoring Class was held at BOYNALA RCCM from 3:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM. The session was conducted by Trainer Sangita 
Sardar, with 03 learners participating in the program.

LBC

The LBC team continued its impactful humanitarian efforts by reaching out to and supporting 900 cancer-affected 
children. Through sustained care, assistance, and compassion-driven initiatives, the team has significantly touched 
lives, with many more milestones yet to be achieved in its journey of service.
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Menstural Hygiene Management

250 girl students of Pathpukur Girls’ High School received training along with educational kits, contributing to skill 
development and empowerment. A total of 250 girl students from Banitirtha and Barisha Balika School received 
training and reusable sanitary napkins under Girls Empowering Grant on 28th and 31st January '26.

Computer Learning

On 18.01.2026, Stars Welfare Society conducted a computer education program under Teacher 
Pappu Sahni. Training was provided to students in Basic Computer (18 students), MS Excel (5 
students), MS Word (7 students), and Tally (3 students). Computer classes were conducted at 
BOYNALA RCCM under the guidance of Trainer Amaresh Manna. On 24.01.2025, a session was 
held from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, benefiting 7 learners. Another session took place on 27.01.2026, 
from 6:30 AM to 8:30 AM, during which 12 learners participated. These classes aimed at enhancing digital literacy and 
basic computer skills among the participants.

Thalassemia

On 26.01.2026, a Thalassemia Awareness Program was organized by Rotary Club of Calcutta 
Mahanagar in association with Spandan, under the theme “Awareness & Precaution Today, 
Healthier Tomorrow.” The program was held at 55, Nimtala Ghat Road, Kolkata, and also at RCC 
Boynala.

Allopathy

Under the Allopathy Medical Services, camps were conducted at Star Welfare Society to provide essential healthcare 
support. On 27.01.2026, Dr. A. Chatterjee examined and treated 9 patients. This was followed by another allopathy 
session on 30.01.2026, where Dr. J. Naskar attended to 5 patients, ensuring timely medical consultation and care for 
the beneficiaries.
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Blood Line
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Upcoming Events
Board meeting is on 10/02

Next RWM is on 21/02

Kumar Biswas on 02/03

Holi Celebration on 03/03

Annadan

Opening of Vision care centre

New wings of Netralaya

Thalessamia three session in different 
school

Medical camp

Dental care in Boynala

Four way test

Distribution food from food bank

Eye camp at school

GST projects at Boynala

Public Image

LBC

Grouping Camp was successfully organized at Satashi High School, 17 Pratap Ghosh Sarani, G.I.P. Colony, Howrah, by 
the Rotary Club of Calcutta Mahanagar’s Bloodline. The camp was conducted for nearly 10 hours, during which 8 blood 
groupings were completed and 63 donors were registered under the Virtual Bloodline, with 7 additional registrations 
on Bloodline Plus. An operational activities conducted at “Diglabarh Samajkalyan Kendra”, Vill.– Diglabar (East), P.O.– 
Siddha, East Medinipur. 
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In contemporary Indian poetry, Kumar Vishwas holds a special 

place—where classical sensitivity blends seamlessly with the 

emotions of the common man. His verses echo the lived experiences 

of love, separation, forgiveness, and reunion, themes that are 

deeply rooted in our cultural ethos and resonate profoundly with 

the spirit of Holi.

Holi, one of India’s most cherished festivals, reflects much of what 

Kumar Vishwas’s poetry embodies. It is vibrant yet balanced, 

joyous yet thoughtful. Beyond the play of colours and celebration, 

Holi offers a sacred pause—a moment to shed emotional burdens, 

dissolve differences, and renew bonds without question or 

condition. In this quiet cleansing of the heart, the philosophy of the 

poet and the tradition of the festival come together.

Holi does not ask what was lost or who walked away,

It only asks whether the heart is ready to begin again.

On this auspicious occasion, members are cordially invited, along 

with their families and friends, to join in the celebration of 

Holi—strengthening bonds of harmony and togetherness, and 

contributing to the collective joy that makes our festivals truly 

meaningful.

Kumar Vishwas and the Spirit of Holi
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Mahanagar Picnic - 1st February

The Rotary Club organised a well-planned and highly enjoyable picnic at the farmhouse of Rtn. Ramesh Agarwal, 

providing members with a refreshing opportunity for fellowship, relaxation, and bonding in a serene setting.

The picnic witnessed enthusiastic participation from Rotarian members and their families, creating an atmosphere 

filled with joy, laughter, and togetherness. The thoughtfully chosen venue, coupled with pleasant surroundings, set the 

perfect backdrop for a memorable day.

The host couple, Rameshji and Ritaji, were warmly appreciated for their gracious hospitality and meticulous 

arrangements. The seamless organisation, comfortable facilities, and sumptuous food served throughout the day 

reflected their warmth and generosity, greatly enhancing the overall experience of the picnic.

Sincere appreciation was extended to the Club President for conceptualising and organising the picnic with careful 

planning and coordination, ensuring that the event was conducted smoothly and efficiently.

A variety of well-planned games and recreational activities added energy and excitement to the day. Special thanks 

were conveyed to Kavita Bhalotia, Ranjana Dhanuka, Shashi  Agrawal and Mahinder Singhal  for their dedicated efforts 

in planning, arranging and conducting the games, ensuring active participation and enjoyment for all members. 

Overall, the picnic stood as a wonderful example of Rotary fellowship, strengthening bonds among members and 

leaving everyone with fond memories of a truly enjoyable and well-organised outing.



Minutes of 1417th Rotary Weekly Meeting held 
on 26th January 2026, Venue : Residence 

of Rtn. Dharampal Ajitsaria, Time : 11:00 AM, 
Attended by : 32 Rotarians, 15 Spouses

Meeting called to order by President Rtn. Sanjay 
Bhalotia.
Ÿ President’s Address with warm welcome to all for 

this special RWM merged with Republic Day 
Celebration.

Ÿ Flag unfurling was done by PRIP Shekhar Mehta & 
National Anthem was sung by all.

Ÿ Rtn. Aditi Ray & Aparna Biyani sang patriotic songs 
& poem recital by PP Anand Sureka.

Ÿ PP Pradeep Rawat was felicitated on occasion of his 
85th Birthday.

Ÿ Club Secretary conducted the formal business 
session along with details of upcoming  projects.

Ÿ Meeting adjourned.

Marriage Anniversary
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Birthdays

23rd January

Pooja Fatehpuria

26th January

Mohit Jain

23rd January

Vishal Fatepuria

27th January

Suman Kedia

23rd January

Shashi Agarwal

29th January

Girish Soni

24th January

Gautam Ray

30th January

Reena Bhandari

26th January

Basant Kumar Shah

2nd February

Ramakant Lakhotia

23rd January

Vaishali Dharmesh Parekh
27th January

Sarita Anil Bothra
28th January

Neelam Ashok Singhvi
28th January

Sudha Madhavi Srinivas Vedula

30th January

Suman Panchdev Shaw
31st January

Ashok Usha Agarwal
3rd February

Ritu Ketan Gokani

29th January

Ujval Niraj S. R. Kakkad

Minutes of 1418th Rotary Weekly Meeting held on 
1st February 2026, Venue : Farm House of Rtn. 

Ramesh Agarwal at Vedic Village, Time : 11:00 AM, 
Attended by : 33 Rotarians, 15 Spouses, 2 Annets

Meeting called to order by President Rtn. Sanjay Bhalotia.
Ÿ President’s Address with warm welcome to all for this 

special RWM merged with annual Picnic of club 
members with family.

Ÿ President explained details about our upcoming 
fundraiser event Hasya Ki Holi featuring renowned 
poet Dr. Kumar Vishwas & team at Dhono Dhanyo 
Auditorium on 2nd March. We expect a gathering of 
approx. 2000 people. President requested members 
to join organizing committee and help in distributing 
donor passes and getting sponsors for the event.

Ÿ Club Secretary conducted the formal business session 
along with details of upcoming  projects.

Ÿ Meeting adjourned



Rtn. Girish Soni Rtn. Sanjay Bholotia

Rtn. Saurabh AgarwalRtn. Sandeep & Pooja Bagrecha

Rtn. Sanjay BhandariRtn. Sandeep SoniRtn. Basant Shah

Rtn. Niraj Kakkad Rtn. Laxmikant Balasaria Rtn. Sanghamitra Ghosh

Designed & Printed by DARK HORSE DESIGNS : 8334953509

Rtn. Pancham Surana

LET’S STAY CONNECTED
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